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The Progressive Grassr oots Movement for Retired Americans

The Alliance for Retired Americansis an active, strong voice for retirees —

3.5 million members strong and counting! Standing together, standing strong, we
mobilize millions of older and retired Americansto make our voicesheard inthelaws,
policies and institutions that shape our lives. We are committed to preserving and
strengthening Social Security and Medicare and protecting the retirement security of
older Americans.

To find out more about the national Alliance for Retired Americans, please contact
our national office at (202) 637-5399 or visit our website:
www.retiredamericans.org.

77 Georgia

Alliance
forRetired
Americans®

Founded in 2005, the Georgia Alliancefor Retired Americansworksto advance public
policy that protects the health and economic security of older Americans by teaching
seniors how to make a difference through activism. The Georgia Alliance is a non-
partisan, non-profit, grassroots organi zation that represents closeto 49,000 retireesand
seniors statewide.

To learn more about the Georgia Alliance for Retired Americans, please contact our
state office at (404) 525-2793.

Disclaimer:
This guide was prepared for informational purposes only. It should not be used as a substitute for consultation
with professional, legal or other competent advisers. The Alliance for Retired Americansis not responsible for
any errors or omissions, or for the results obtained from the use of this information.
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Americans’

Politics matters. It isthat smple.

Each and every day decisions are made at the loca level and in Washington that
directly affect you — decisions about Socia Security and Medicare, about health care
and pensions, and about access to affordable housing and good jobs.

Asyou know, Election Day isright around the corner. Though we are not asking you
to like politics or politicians, we do believe that the stakes are too high for us, as
seniors, to not stay educated on the issues and know where the candidates stand on
what isimportant to us.

With this in mind, we have created a Voter Guide that will hopefully answer some
guestions you may have had about the voting process and about recent devel opmentsin
the voting arena— including the new e ectronic voting machines many counties now
use and updated voter identification requirements. Thisguidewasdesigned to answer
some of these questions and to encourage you to exercise your right to vote.

Asstated above, we do believethat the stakes are too high for us, as seniors, to not stay
educated on theissues and know where the candidates stand on what isimportant to us.
This Election Day, be sureto exercise your right to vote. Remember, aretiree’ splace
isin the voting booth.

Sincerely yours,

Mo W ppr Kdlr sBer e =T G

George J. Kourpias Ruben Burks Edward F. Coyle
President Secretary-Treasurer Executive Director
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President
George Gudger

Congressresponded to the contested Presidential election of 2000 by passing the Help
America Vote Act (HAVA) in 2002. This Act represents the most dramatic and
broadest voting reform effort over the past generation. HAV A impactsevery aspect of
the voting process from the new voting machines to the introduction of provisiona
ballots and from voter registration to poll worker training.

The GeorgiaAlliancefor Retired Americans encouragesyou to usethisVoter Guideas
a resources to answer some of the questions you may encounter as you head to the
polls this year to exercise your crucia right to vote. Among helpful tips and
reminders, thisguidewill teach you about the voting registration process, tell you what
you need to know about early voting and will address some of the major changes
introduced under HAVA.

Voting is Democracy in Action. It isalso our one opportunity to review and evaluate
our government’s performance. Exercise your right to vote and let your voice be
heard!

Sincerely yours,

George Gudger

Georgia Alliance for Retired Americans, 501 Pulliam St SW, Suite 549, Atlanta, GA 30312
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Nuts & Boltsof Voter Registration in Georgia

Did you know that as many as 50 million citizens in the United States are
eligible to vote but have not taken the time to register? Registering to votein
Georgiaisyour first step toward having your voice heard by your elected
officials.

1. Qualificationsto Register & to Votein Georgia

You are eligibleto votein Georgiaif you are:
1) A U.S. citizen;

2) At least 18 years old on the day of the next election;
# 3) A legal resident of Georgia;
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j 4) Registered to vote;

5) Not been found to be mentally incompetent by a court;
6) Not serving a sentence for afelony of moral turpitude;

7) Meet all other state requirements, such as showing acceptable
photo identification if you wish to vote in person or properly
request and returning an absentee ballot if you vote by mail.

2. How to Register to Vote

To register to vote in Georgia, you must fill out and return avoter registration
form. Y ou may request the form:

In-person: Visit your local county board of registrar’s office, public
library, public assistance office, schools, and other government offices to
request and complete your Georgia Voter Registration form;

By mail: Mail arequest for the form to the Office of the Secretary of
State, Elections Division, Suite 1104 West Tower, 2 Martin Luther King,
Jr. Drive, Atlanta, Georgia 30334-1505. Be sureto include your name and
mailing address.

Online: Visit http://sos.georgia.gov/electiond/, print the voter registration
form from and mail it in to the return address noted on the form.



3. Georgia Voter Registration ID Requirements

If you are registering for the first time in Georgia, and you register by mail,
you are required to show one of the acceptable types of identification listed
below by:

Mailing a copy of the identification with your voter registration
application;

Providing a copy of the identification to the registrar during the absentee
voting process.

r’, Acceptable Forms of Voter 1D in Georgia

Georgiadriver’slicense, even if expired;

Any valid state or federal government issued photo ID, including a FREE
Voter ID Card issued by the Department of Driver Services or your county
registrar’ s office;

Valid U.S. passport;

Valid employee photo ID from any branch, department, agency or entity
of the U.S. Government, Georgia, or any county, municipality, board,
authority, or other entity of this state;

Valid U.S. military photo ID; or
Valid tribal photo ID.
Did you know?
~- Ifyou DO NOT have one of the above forms of photo ID, you can
{ receive afree GeorgiaVoter ID card. Just contact your county

registrar’ s office or a Department of Driver Services office. For more
information, call 1-877-725-9797, or go to www.GaPhotol D.com.

4. Important Georgia Voter Registration Deadline

Typeof Election Date of Election Reqgistration Deadline
General Election  November 4, 2008 Postmarked by October 6, 2008




5. Common Voting Registration Questions & Answers

I’m not sureif I'mregistered. How can | verify thisinformation?
Contact your county recorder’ s office to verify your registration. You can
also verify thisinformation online by visiting http://www.sos.state.ga.us/cgi-
bin/locator.asp.

| s Election Day registration allowed?
No — Individuals who register to vote on Election Day will not be permitted
to vote in that election.

| recently moved. Dol need to notify the elections office?
Yes. Each time you move, even if just within the same county, you are
required to notify the board of registrars of your new county of residence.

|f you move...

Within the same county but did not notify the registrar of
your new address at least 30 days prior to an election, then you
may votein your old polling place for that election. Y ou must
file anotice of your new address by either writing your county
board of registrars office or by completing a new voter
registration application.

If you move outside the county in which you are registered
to vote within 30 days of an election, you may votein your old
precinct for that election.

If you move outside the county in which you are registered
to vote mor e than 30 days prior to an election, you have lost
your eligibility to vote in the county of your old residence. You
must register to vote in your new county of residence. If you
don’'t register to vote by the deadline, you cannot vote in that
election.

| havetroublewriting. Can | get help with my registration form?

Yes. Under the National Voter Registration Act, state agencies that provide

voter registration opportunities, including the department of motor vehicles,

must provide assistance in filling out the voter registration form if requested.
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How long must | livein Georgiabeforel can register to vote here?
Thereis no duration requirement in Georgia, So you can register to vote as
soon as you become aresident of the state.

| s Election Day registration allowed?
No — individuals who register to vote on Election Day will NOT be permitted
to votein that election.

Georgia Voting & Polling Place I nfor mation

Onceyou areregistered, the next step isto
get out there and vote!

1. Whereto Voteon Election Day

In the weeks before the election, you should receive a sample precinct card
indicating the location of your polling site. If you do not receive this card,
contact your local county recorder’ s office or use the online poll locator by
visiting http://www.sos.state.ga.us/cgi-bin/locator.asp.

2. When to Vote on Election Day

In Georgia, polls open for the General Election (November 4) from 7:00 am.
to 7:00 p.m. You must be allowed to vote aslong asyou arein line by 7:00
p.m. — regardless of how long it takes until you actually reach and enter the
voting booth.

3. What to Bring to the Polls on Election Day

Before heading out to the polls, make sure you bring one of the approved
formsof ID as noted on page 2.

4. Common Voting and Polling Place Questions & Answers

Will my polling place be accessible to disabled voters?

Unless exempted, each polling place must be accessible to persons with
disabilities. If you need specia assistance to vote or to access your polling
place, contact your county registrar’s office.
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Oncel’'minsidethepolling place, may | receive assistance with voting?
Yes—if you have aphysical or mental disability or areilliterate, you may
receive voting assistance from anyone of your own choice, except from your
employer, aunion officer or a candidate whose name appears on the ballot.
To recelve assistance, everyone, except those that are blind, must take and
sign an oath stating the reason they need assistance. The person helping you
must also sign the oath.

Did you know?
‘.Q, If you are 75 years of age or older on Election Day and you visit the
polls between 9:30 am. and 4:30 p.m., you are entitled to ask a poll
{ officer to let you vote immediately without waiting in line.

Arethere any specials means of transportation for the disabled to reach
the polls?

Not officially, but you can usually call the local or county campaign
headquarters of either political party to arrange transportation to the polls.

Georgia Democratic Party headquarters. (678) 278-2008
Georgia Republican Party headquarters. (404) 257-5559

What if there are equipment problemsat my precinct and | cannot vote?
If this happens, you should ask to vote by a backup paper ballot or by
provisional ballot. Y ou should also call your local county recorder’s office
to make it aware of the situation. See pages 10-13 for contact information.

Georgia Voter |D Requirements

Photo I dentification at the Polls

Every registered voter in Georgia must bring photo identification to the polls.
For alist of acceptable formsof 1D, see page 2.

If, on Election Day, you do not have a photo ID listed above, you can still
vote by provisional ballot. You will then have 2 days after the election to
bring the required photo ID to you county registrar’s office for your ballot to
be counted. For more on provisiona ballots, see page 8.
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1. Common Voter ID Questions & Answers

If | have none of the acceptable formsof ID can | still vote?
Voters without proper photo identification can obtain afree Voter
|dentification Card from their county registrar’s office or any Georgia
Department of Driver Services office.

How to Vote Before Election Day

In Georgia, there are two options for individuals who wish to vote prior to
Election Day: (1) absentee ballot; & (2) advance voting. Voting early helps
you avoid the long lines on Election Day!

1. Absentee Voting

Y ou can vote absentee by requesting an absentee ballot application be mailed
to you from your county registrar’ s office. Absentee ballot applications can
also be found online at: http://sos.georgia.gov/elections. Once your
application is approved, you will be mailed an absentee ballot. Y ou may then
cast your completed ballot either in person or by mail.

A. AbsenteeVoting In Person

If you choose to cast your absentee ballot in person, you will be required to
state a reason why you need to vote absentee. If you cast your ballot in
person you must present one of the six required forms of photo ID listed on
page 2 above. Approved reasons for voting absentee in person include:

Y ou will be absent from your precinct from 7:00 am. until 7:00 p.m. on
Election Day;

You are 75 years of age or older;

Y ou have a physical disability which prevents you from voting in person
or you are a constant caregiver of a person with a disability;

You are an € ection official;

Y ou are observing areligious holiday which prevents you from voting in
person;

Y ou are required to remain on duty in your precinct for the protection of
life, health or safety of the public.



B. AbsenteeVoting By Mail

To cast your absentee ballot by mail, ssmply mail or fax your completed
ballot to your local county board of registrar’s office. You are not required to
provide areason why you cannot vote in person and you are not required to
include any identification when you mail your ballot.

| mportant Absentee Ballot Deadlines

First Day to Apply for an Absentee Ballot....................... January 17, 2008
Last Day to Apply for & Receive an Absentee Ballot........ November 3, 2008
Last Day to Return aVoted Ballot.......... by 7:00 p.m. on November 4, 2008

2. Advance Voting

Advance voting allows Georgia s registered voters to vote in person Monday,
October 27, 2008, through Friday, October 31, 2008, during regular business
hours at specified advance vote sites. To learn the location of your advance
vote site, contact your county registrar’ s office.

To vote early, you will be required to complete an application and provide
one of the six forms of photo ID listed above on page 2. Y ou will then be
issued a ballot that must be filled out and cast while you are in the office.
Please note that if you do vote early, you will NOT be able to cast another
ballot on Election Day.

Thelast day to votein officeisthe Friday beforean Election. Thereis
no voting in the Elections office on the M onday beforethe Election or on
Election Day.

3. Common Early Voting Questions & Answers

If | losethe absentee ballot that was sent to me, can | get another one?
Y es— however, you must sign an affidavit affirming that you lost, destroyed
or did not receive the first absentee ballot. In thisinstance, another ballot
will beissued. A new request is not required.

Can | givemy voted absentee ballot for someone elseto return for me?
Not unless you are a physically disabled voter. A physically disabled voter
can designate arelative or an individual residing in the same household to
return his or her voted ballot in person or by mail to the registrar or absentee
ballot clerk.



Can an absentee ballot be picked up for an individual or someone else?
No. Absentee ballots must be mailed or voted in office. However, if avoter
Is unexpectedly admitted to the hospital with-in the five-day period before
the election, arelative may come to the Absentee Office, complete
paperwork, and be deputized to deliver and return the ballot for tabulation.

| received my absentee ballot but | now want to vote at my polling place
instead. What can | do?

If you did not mail the ballot back, take your absentee ballot to the polls on
Election Day, turn the ballot in to the poll manager and vote in person at the
poll. If you already mailed back your absentee ballot, your ballot cannot be
canceled and you cannot vote again at the polls on Election Day.

How to Votelf You Livein a Nursing Home

If you arein ahospital or nursing home or otherwise homebound and unable
to travel to the polls on Election Day but still want to vote, be sure to contact
your county elections office to arrange for an absentee ballot to be delivered
to you by aregistrar or adeputy registrar. These ballots should be brought to
you during the five days before the el ection.

Can a spouse or caretaker that isrequired to stay with a disabled voter
also vote absentee?

Yes. If avoter gives constant care to a disabled voter and has no one to stay
with the disabled voter, the voter can also vote absentee.

Provisional Ballots

Provisional voting alows you to cast aballot in person even if al the
requirements for doing so cannot be met at thetime. The three reasons for
voting aprovisional ballot are:

1. You are unable to show one of the required forms of photo ID when you
vote in person;

2. When you first registered to vote in Georgia, you registered by mail, did
not provide any identification at that time, and are unable to present
acceptable identification the first time you vote in person; or

3. Your name does not appear on the list of registered votersin the precinct.
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1. Common Provisional Ballot Questions & Answers

How are provisional ballots counted?

On the day following the election, the registrar investigates each provisional
ballot in an attempt to help prove the voter’s eligibility. If theregistrar can
find proof that the voter is eligible to vote then the voter’ s ballot is counted,
iIf not the voter’sballot isregected.

How will | know if my provisional ballot was accepted or rejected?
The registrar will notify each provisional voter to tell the voter if their ballot
was counted or not, and if not, why it was not counted.

If I show up at the wrong polling place on Election Day can | vote a
provisional ballot there, or do | haveto goto my own polling place?

Y ou must go to your proper polling place, except that if you show up at the
wrong polling place and the registrar determines that there is not enough time
for you to make it to your correct polling place by 7:00 PM, you may be
allowed to vote a provisional ballot at the polling place in which you are
present. In this case, only the votes cast for candidates for whom you would
have been eligible to vote were you in your proper polling location shall be
counted.

Georgia Voting Machine Map

Georgia usestouch screen electronic voting machines. Additionally, poll
officers at your polling station will be available to answer any questions

that you may have concerning voting your ballot or operating the voting

equipment.



Geor gia County Recorders Offices

County Telephone Number County Telephone Number
Appling 912-367-8113 Crawford 478-836-1877
Atkinson 912-422-3552 Crisp 229-276-2611
Bacon 912-632-5551 Dade 706-657-8170
Baker 229-734-3010 Dawson 706-344-3640
Baldwin 478-445-4526 Decatur 229-243-2087
Banks 706-677-6260 DeKalb 404-298-4020
Barrow 770-307-3110 Dodge 478-374-8123
Bartow 770-387-5098 Dooly 229-268-4228
Ben Hill 229-426-5151 Dougherty 229-431-3247
Berrien 229-686-5216 Douglas 770-920-7213
Bibb 478-621-6622 Early 229-723-4522
Bleckley 478-934-3212 Echols 229-559-7370
Brantley 912-462-6159 Effingham 912-754-2115
Brooks 229-263-5556 Elbert 706-283-2012
Bryan 912-653-3859 Emanue 478-237-3471
Bulloch 912-764-6502 Evans 912-739-0708
Burke 706-554-7457 Fannin 706-632-7740
Butts 770-775-8202 Fayette 770-305-5408
Calhoun 229-849-2972 Floyd 706-291-5167
Camden 912-576-3245 Forsyth 770-781-2118 ext 3
Candler 912-685-6687 Franklin 706-384-4390
Carroll 770-830-5823 Fulton 404-612-7072
Catoosa 706-935-3990 Gilmer 706-635-4617
Charlton 912-496-2549 Glascock 706-598-2811
Chatham 912-790-1520 Glynn 912-554-7060
Chattahoochee 706-989-3603 Gordon 706-629-7781
Chattooga 706-857-0709 Grady 229-377-1897
Cherokee 770-479-0407 Greene 706-453-1108
Clarke 706-613-3150 Gwinnett 678-226-7210
Clay 229-768-2445 Haber sham 706-754-4068
Clayton 770-477-3372 Hall 770-531-6945
Clinch 912-487-3656 Hancock 706-444-5259 ext
Cobb 770-528-2581 219/240
Coffee 912-384-7018 Haralson 770-646-2010
Colquitt 229-616-7056 Harris 706-628-5210
Columbia 706-868-3355 Hart 706-376-8911
Cook 229-896-7925 Heard 706-675-3907
Coweta 770-254-2615 Henry 770-288-6448
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County Telephone Number County Telephone Number
Houston 7478-987-1973 Putnam 706-485-8683
Irwin 229-468-5894 Quitman 229-334-2224
Jackson 706-367-6377 Rabun 706-782-1878
Jasper 706-468-4908 Randolph 229-732-5220
Jeff Davis 912-375-6635 Richmond 706-821-2340
Jefferson 478-625-8357 Rockdale 770-785-5947
Jenkins 478-982-3985 Schley 229-937-2689
Johnson 478-864-4019 Screven 912-564-2153
Jones 478-986-3222 Seminole 229-524-5831
Lamar 770-358-5235 Spalding 770-467-4245
Lanier 229-482-8361 Stephens 706-886-8954
Laurens 478-272-2841 Stewart 229-838-4261
Lee 229-759-6002 Sumter 229-928-4580
Liberty 912-876-3310 Talbot 706-665-8270
Lincoln 706-359-6126 Taliaferro 706-456-2229
Long 912-545-2234 Tattnall 912-557-6417
L owndes 229-333-5100 Taylor 478-862-3997
Lumpkin 706-864-6279 Telfair 229-868-2023
Macon 478-472-8520 Terrell 229-995-5066
M adison 706-795-6335 Thomas 229-225-4104
Marion 229-649-9838 Tift 229-386-7915
M cDuffie 706-595-2105 Toombs 912-526-8226
Mclntosh 912-437-6605 Towns 706-896-4353
Meriwether 706-672-9433 Treutlen 912-529-3098
Miller 229-758-4118 Troup 706-883-1745
Mitchell 229-336-2016 Turner 229-567-2909
Monroe 478-994-7020 Twiggs 478-945-3639
Montgomery 912-583-4296 Union 706-439-6016
M or gan 706-342-2508 Upson 706-647-6259
Murray 706-695-1983 Walker 706-638-4349
M uscogee 706-653-4392 Walton 770-267-1337
Newton 770-784-2055 Ware 912-287-4363
Oconee 706-769-3958 Warren 706-465-1993
Oglethorpe 706-743-8954 Washington 478-552-5239
Paulding 770-443-7503 Wayne 912-427-5950
Peach 478-825-3514 Webster 229-828-5775/5776
Pickens 706-253-8781 Wheeler 912-568-7131
Pierce 912-449-2028 White 706-865-2225
Pike 770-567-2003 Whitfield 706-278-7183
Polk 770-749-2103 Wilcox 229-467-2300
Pulaski 478-783-0828 Wilkes 706-678-1850
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County Telephone Number

Wilkinson 478-946-2188

Worth 229-776-8208

Additional Resour ces

Where can | get moreinformation about registration and voting?

Y our county recorder' s office: See pages 10-13 for contact information.
Georgia Secretary of State: 1-877-725-9797.

The Georgia Alliance for Retired Americans. (404) 525-2793

National Campaign for Fair Elections. 1-866-OUR-VOTE.

The information contained in this Voting Guide has been compiled from information provided by
the Georgia Office of the Secretary of State.

Ver. 10/08/2008
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