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The Progressive Grassr oots Movement for Retired Americans

The Alliance for Retired Americansis an active, strong voice for retirees —

3.5 million members and counting! Standing together, standing strong, we mobilize
millions of older and retired Americansto make our voices heard in the laws, policies
and institutions that shape our lives. We are committed to preserving and
strengthening Social Security and Medicare and protecting the retirement security of
older Americans.

To find out more about the national Alliance for Retired Americans, please contact
our national office at (202) 637-5399 or visit our website:
www.retiredamericans.org.
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TheWisconsin Alliancefor Retired Americans (WIARA) isanon-profit, non-partisan,
organization representing over 87,000 Wisconsin residents, including retired union
members, older Americans and members of community groups throughout the state.

WIARA’smissionisto advance public policy and programs impacting the health and
economic security of retirees and older Americans. Thisyear, WIARA worked with
over 35 statewide organizations in an effort to pass Healthy Wisconsin, a
comprehensive, affordable health insurance plan for al Wisconsinites. Today,
WIARA continues working for social and economic justice for retirees, older
Americans and their families.

To learn more about the Wisconsin Alliance for Retired Americans, please contact
our state office at (414) 771-9511.

Disclaimer:
This guide was prepared for informational purposes only. It should not be used as a substitute for consultation
with professional, legal or other competent advisers. The Alliance for Retired Americansis not responsible for
any errors or omissions, or for the results obtained from the use of this information.
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Politics matters. It isthat smple.

Each and every day decisions are made at the local level and in Washington that
directly affect you — decisions about Socia Security and Medicare, about health care
and pensions, and about access to affordable housing and good jobs.

Asyou know, Election Day isright around the corner. Though we are not asking you
to like politics or politicians, we do believe that the stakes are too high for us, as
seniors, to not stay educated on the issues and know where the candidates stand on
what isimportant to us.

With this in mind, we have created a Voter Guide that will hopefully answer some
guestions you may have had about the voting process and about recent devel opmentsin
the voting arena— including the new e ectronic voting machines many counties now
use and updated voter identification requirements. Thisguidewas designed to answer
some of these questions and to encourage you to exercise your right to vote.

Asstated above, we do believethat the stakes are too high for us, as seniors, to not stay
educated on theissues and know where the candidates stand on what isimportant to us.

ThisElection Day, be sureto exerciseyour right to vote. Remember, aretiree’ splace
isin the voting booth.

Sincerely yours,

Mo W ppr Kdlr sBer e =T G

George J. Kourpias Ruben Burks Edward F. Coyle
President Secretary-Treasurer Executive Director
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Congressresponded to the contested Presidential election of 2000 by passing the Help
America Vote Act (HAVA) in 2002. This Act represents the most dramatic and
broadest voting reform effort over the past generation. HAV A impactsevery aspect of
the voting process from the new voting machines to the introduction of provisiona
ballots and from voter registration to poll worker training.

TheWisconsin Alliancefor Retired Americans encouragesyou to usethisVoter Guide
as aresource to answer some of the questions you may encounter as you head to the
polls this year to exercise your crucia right to vote. Among helpful tips and
reminders, thisguidewill teach you about the voting registration process, tell you what
you need to know about absentee voting and will address some of the major changes
introduced under HAVA.

Voting is Democracy in Action. It isalso our one opportunity to review and evaluate
our government’s performance. Exercise your right to vote and let your voice be
heard!

Sincerely yours,

Leon Burzynski

The Wisconsin Alliance for Retired Americans, 6333 West Bluemound, Milwaukee, W1 53213
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Nuts & Boltsof Voter Registration in Wisconsin

Did you know that as many as 50 million citizens in the United States are
eligible to vote but have not taken the time to register? Registering to vote
in Wisconsin is your first step toward having your voice heard by your
elected officias.

1. Qualificationsto Register to Votein Wisconsin

To be eligible to vote in Wisconsin, you must be:

¥ A U.S citizen;

¥ 18 yearsor older on Election Day;

@ A resident of Wisconsin for at least 10 days before the election;
M Registered to vote or are registering on Election Day.

You areingligible to vote in Wisconsin if:

x Have aready voted in the election;

x  Arestill required to report to a probation or parole office
because of afelony conviction;

x Have been ruled incapable of voting by ajudge;

x Have made or become interested, directly or indirectly, in any
bet or wager depending on the result of the election.

2. How to Register to Votein Wisconsin

There are 3 ways to register to vote in Wisconsin:

Reqgister in-person: Visit your municipal clerk’s office until 5:00 p.m. on
the day before the election. For the November General Election, that dateis
Monday, November 3, 2008.

Reqgister by mail: Complete the Application for Voter Registration Form
(Form EB-131) and return it viamail to your municipal clerk’s office. The
form must be postmarked or received 20 days before the election date. For
the November General Election, that date is Wednesday, October 15, 2008.

Reqgister at the pollson Election Day. If you missthe voter registration
deadline, you may register at your polling place on Election Day and then
vote.




Reqgistration Deadlinesin a Nutshéell
Registering by mail: October 15, 2008

Registering in-person at clerk’s office: November 3, 2008 by 5 p.m.
Registering at the poll on Election Day: November 4, 2008.

3. Wisconsin Voter Registration |D Requirements

All voter registration applicants must supply either adriver’s license number,
Wisconsin state ID card number or the last 4 digits of their Social Security
number on their voter registration form to register to vote. If you have none
of these IDs, you will be assigned a voter number.

Wisconsin also requires proof of residenceif you: (@) are afirst time voter
registering by mail; (b) are registering in person after the registration cut off
date (October 15, 2008); or (c) are registering to vote at the polling site on
Election Day.

Proof of residenceis not required if you register in person before the
registration cut-off date.

Acceptable Forms of | dentification include:
@ A current and valid Wisconsin driver’ slicense;

@ A current and valid Wisconsin identification card:

Any other official identification card or license issued by a Wisconsin
@ governmental body or unit;

Any identification card issued by an employer in the normal course of
business and bearing a photo of the card holder, but not including a
business card;

A real estate tax bill or receipt for the current year or the year preceding
the date of the election;

A residential lease which is effective for a period that includes election
day (NOT for first-time voters registering by mail);

A university, college or technical institute fee card (must include
photo);
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A university, college or technical institute identification card (must
@ include photo);

A gas, electric or telephone service statement (utility bill) for the period
@ commencing not earlier than 90 days before election day;

@ A bank statement, paycheck or a check; or

@ Other document issued by a unit of government.

Please note that the above forms of proof of residence MUST be current (not
expired) and must include:

1. A current and complete name, including both the given and the family
name; and

2. A current and complete residential address, including a numbered street
address, if any, and the name of amunicipality.

If you do not have acceptable proof of residency at the time you seek to
register in person, you will still be allowed to register if another voter who is
registered in your district and can show proof of residence signs a statement
confirming that you are, in fact, aresident.

4. Common Voter Registration Questions & Answers

I’m not sureif I'mregistered. How can | verify thisinformation?
Contact your board of electionsto verify your registration. See page 10 for
contact information.

| recently moved. Dol need to update my voter registration records?
Yes, if you move, you must change your voter registration to your new
address to be able to vote at your new location. Y ou can make this address
change at the polls on Election Day or you can call your local elections office
and tell them your new address before the election. Y ou must bring
identification with your full name and new address to the polls on Election

Day.

| havetroublewriting. Can | get help with my registration form?

Yes. Under the National Voter Registration Act, state agencies that provide
voter registration opportunities, including the department of motor vehicles,
must provide assistance in filling out the voter registration form if asked.



Wisconsin Voting & Poalling Place I nfor mation

Onceyou areregistered, the next step isto
get out there and vote!

1. Whereto Voteon Election Day

Y ou can find your polling place online at: http://vpawi.gov/ or you may call
your local election’ s office for the location of your polling place. See page
10 for contact information.

2. When to Vote on Election Day

In Wisconsin, polls open for the General Election, November 4, 2008, from
7:00 am. to 8:00 p.m. You must be allowed to vote aslong asyou arein line
by 8:00 p.m. —regardless of how long it takes until you actually reach and
enter the voting booth.

3. Common Voting and Polling Place Questions & Answers

Will my polling place be accessible to disabled voters?

Yes, it should be. The Help AmericaVote Act (HAVA) requiresthat every
polling place in the State of Wisconsin must meet Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility standards on Election Day. If you find
or you have reason to believe that your polling place is not accessible, please
contact your local elections office immediately.

Will my polling place be equipped with accessible voting equipment?
Yes. HAVA requires states to provide at least one voting machine per
polling place that is accessible by individuals with disabilities.

Can | call ahead to let eection officials know that | might need special
accommodations?

Yes. Anindividual with adisability may notify a county clerk that he or she
Intends to vote at a polling place on Election Day and may request a specific
type of accommodation that will facilitate his or her voting. The clerk will
try (within reason) to make these voting accommodations whenever feasible.



Oncel’'minsidethepolling place, may | receive assistance with voting?

Y es, you can have help casting your ballot if you have problems reading or
writing, have difficulty with the English language or have adisability that
prevents you from being able to mark the ballot or operate the voting
machine. Anyone you choose can help you, except your employer, an agent
of your employer, or an officer or agent of your labor union. The person who
assists you must give his or her name and address to the poll workers and
must sign the back of your ballot.

@ Curbside Voting

If you are disabled and reach the polling site only to find that it is
inaccessible, you may receive aballot at the entrance to the polling place.
Two poll workerswill bring aballot to your vehicle. If you need help
making your ballot, you may seek help from an election inspector or from
any other person you choose except your employer, an agent of your
employer, or an agent of your labor union. The person who assists you must
give his or her name and address to the poll workers and must sign the back
of your ballot.

Arethere any specials means of transportation for the disabled to reach
the polls?

Not officially, but you can usually call the local or county campaign
headquarters of either political party to arrange transportation to the polls.

Wisconsin Democratic Party headquarters. (608) 255-5172.
Wisconsin Republican Party headquarters. (608) 257-4765.

May | receive voting materialsin a language other than English?

Y es, Wisconsin provides voter information materials in Spanish and Hmong
online at:

http://el ections.state.wi.us/category.asp?linkcatid=2116& linkid=270& locid=
47

What if there are equipment problemsat my precinct and | cannot vote?
If this happens, you should ask to vote by a backup paper ballot or by
provisional ballot. You should also call your local eection’s office to make
it aware of the situation. See page 10 for contact information.



Voting & HAVA Identification Requirements

| dentification at the Polls

ID at the pollsisrequired of first-time voters who registers by mail and do
not provide ID with their registration applications. Photo and non-photo ID
are accepted, including:

A current and valid operator’ s license or identification card issued by the
Department of Transportation;

An official identification card or license issued by aWisconsin
governmental body or unit;

An official identification card or license issued by an employer that
includes a photograph of the cardholder or license holder, excluding a
business card;

A property tax bill or receipt for the current or preceding year;

A current utility bill, bank statement, pay check, or government check or
document;

A college identification card that includes a photograph of the cardholder.
This may be used as an identifying document even if it does not contain
the cardholder’ s address, if the educational institution provides a certified
student list for use at the polling place.

At thistime, proof of residenceisall that is required to register at the polling
place on Election Day. For alist of acceptable forms of proof, please see

page 2.
1. Common Voting ID Questions & Answers

My ID hasexpired. Can | still useit?
No. If your ID has expired, it isno longer valid.

If | have none of the acceptableformsof ID can | still vote?

If you cannot supply acceptable proof of residence, your registration form
can be substantiated and signed by one other voter who resides in your
municipality, corroborating your residency information.



How to Vote Before Election Day

In Wisconsin, any eligible voter may vote early in person or by mail by using
an “absentee” ballot. An absentee ballot isthe printed ballot marked by an
absent voter, sealed in a special envelope, and given or mailed to the county
clerk. The clerk ensures that each absentee ballot that is returned in atimely
manner getsto the right polling place on Election Day. Voting by absentee
ballot taken only minutes to do & certainly beats waiting in line at the polls
or not voting because you are out of town or homebound on Election Day!

1. Voting by Absentee Ballot
Any registered Wisconsin voter may vote by absentee ballot! Here's how:

Step 1-Make SureYou're Registered to Vote: Verify your registration
status by calling your local elections office. If you are registered, proceed to
Step 2! If you are not registered but want to vote by absentee ballot in the
Genera Election, you have 2 options: (1) register by mail by October 15™: or
(2) register in person at your local elections office up to 5:00 p.m. on
November 3, 2008. After you are registered you can move to Step 2.

Step 2 - Request Your Absentee Ballot:

In Writing: Write to your clerk to request a ballot by mail before October
30™, 2008. Include your name, signature, your current address, your request
for an absentee ballot and the address you want the ballot sent to.

In Person: This can be done up until 5:00 PM on November 3, 2008. If you
apply for an absentee ballot in your county clerk’s office, you must vote
immediately, seal your ballot in the proper envelope, and returnit to a
member of the clerk' s staff. No ballots may be taken from the clerk’ s office.

Online: visit
http://el ections.state.wi.us/docview.asp?docid=13379& locid=47 to fill out
and return the form online.

Step 3 - Fill Out & Return Your Absentee Ballot: Once you havefilled it
your ballot, place your ballot in the certification envelope provided to you
with your ballot. Both you and awitnesswho isaUS citizen and over 18
years old must sign the certification envelope. The clerk must receive your
completed ballot no later than November 4, 2008, so that it can be delivered
to the polling location by 8 PM.



| mportant Wisconsin Mail-In General Election Deadlines

Absentee Ballot Request  Recelved by 5:00 pm, 10/30/08

Absentee Ballot Return  Recelved by 8:00 PM, 11/04/08
General Election  Tuesday, 11/04/08

2. Common Absentee Ballot Questions & Answers

If | prefer to vote by absentee ballot, can | set it up sothat | can always
vote absentee?

Yesxif you cannot get to the polls because of severe and continued physical
IlIness, disability or infirmities of aging, you can request to be mailed an
automatic absentee ballot by signing a statement that requests an automatic
absentee ballot due to one or more of these conditions. The clerk keeps alist
of indefinitely confined voters and automatically sends or arranges for
delivery of an absentee ballot to the voter at each election. If you do not vote
using this option, you must renew the automatic absentee ballot application
within 30 days of notification from the clerk. Otherwise, your name will be
removed from the voting list or list of indefinitely confined voters.

May | vote by absentee ballot if | am in a hospital on Election Day?
Yeszif you are in the hospital, you may choose someone to pick up an
absentee ballot from your polling place before 5:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Y ou must compl ete an absentee ballot application unless you are too
disabled. The person who picks up the absentee ballot for your must bring
the application, know you, live in the same city or town, show identification,
and not be a candidate.

How to Votelf You Livein a Nursing Home

If you arein anursing home, retirement home or a community-based
residential facility and will be unableto travel to the polls on Election Day
but still want to vote, be sure to make awritten request for an absentee ballot
to your county clerk or board of elections commissioner for each election.
Specia voting deputies will deliver absentee ballots to nursing homes for al
residents who request them sometime between the 4th Monday before the
election until 5:00 P.M. on the Monday before the election. Relatives of the
residents may be present during the voting. The deputies will witness the
completed ballots and return them to the clerk.



. “Special voting deputies’ are representatives of the two major

@ political parties and each take a specia oath of office prior to
serving in thisrole. No employee of the nursing home or member
of the immediate family of a prospective absentee ballot voter may
serve as aspecia voting deputy.

Provisional Ballots

A provisiona ballot isaballot that is marked by avoter but is not counted at
thetimeit is cast.

A provisiona ballot will not be counted unless the voter provides poll
workers with the required information before the polling place closes at 8:00
pm on Election Night or provides the required information to the clerk by
4.00 pm of the day following the election. There are two circumstancesin
which avoter is entitled to receive a provisional ballot:

1) A qualified voter who has a current and valid Wisconsin driver's
license registers to vote at a polling place on election day, but who does not
know the number and did not bring it to the polling place;

2) A first-time Wisconsin voter who registers by mail but does not
provide an identifying document establishing proof of residence at the time
he or she submits the registration form and is unable to provide the required
proof of residence at the polling place.

Provisional ballots are NOT given when avoter is at the wrong polling place.
If avoter appears at the wrong polling place, he or she will be directed to the
proper location.



Wisconsin Voting Machine Map

Wisconsin County Clerks Offices Directory

COUNTY PHONE NUMBER
Adams (608) 339-4200
Ashland (715) 682-7001
Barron (715) 537-6200
Bayfield (715) 373-6100
Brown (920) 448-4021
Buffalo (608) 685-6209
Burnett (715) 349-2173
Calumet (920) 849-1458
Chippewa (715) 726-7980
Clark (715) 743-5148
Columbia (608) 742-9654
Crawford (608) 326-0201
Dane (608) 266-4121
Dodge (920) 386-3602
Door (920) 746-2200
Douglas (715) 395-1568
Dunn (715) 232-1677
Eau Claire (715) 839-4803
Florence (715) 528-3201
Fond Du Lac (920) 929-3000
Forest (715) 478-2422
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Grant (608) 723-2675
Green (608) 328-9430
Green Lake (920) 294-4007
lowa (608) 935-0399
Iron (715) 561-3375
Jackson (715) 284-0201
Jefferson (920) 674-7144
Juneau (608) 847-9300
Kenosha (262) 653-2477
Kewaunee (920) 388-7133
LaCrosse (608) 785-9581
L afayette (608) 776-4850
Langlade (715) 627-6200
Lincoln (715) 536-0359
Manitowoc (920) 683-4004
Marathon (715) 261-1500
Marinette (715) 732-7407
Marquette (608) 297-3061
Menominee (715) 799-3311
Milwaukee (414) 278-4061
Monroe (608) 269-8705
Oconto (920) 834-6804
Oneida (715) 369-6144
Outagamie (920) 832-5079
Ozaukee (262) 284-8111
Pepin (715) 672-8857
Pierce (715) 273-3531
Polk (715) 485-9226
Portage (715) 346-1351
Price (715) 339-3325
Racine (262) 636-3482
Richland (608) 647-2197
Rock (608) 757-5667
Rusk (715) 532-2100
Sauk (608) 355-3286
Sawyer (715) 634-4866
Shawano (715) 526-9150
Sheboygan (920) 459-3002
St. Croix (715) 386-4610
Taylor (715) 748-1460

Trempealeau

(715) 538-2311
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Vernon (608) 637-5380
Vilas (715) 479-3600
Walworth (262) 741-4245
Washburn (715) 468-4600
Washington (262) 335-4305
Waukesha (262) 548-7010
Waupaca (715) 258-6200
Waushara (920) 787-0442
Winnebago (920) 236-4890
Wood (715) 421-8460

Additional Resour ces

Wherecan | get moreinformation about registration and voting?
Y our county clerk's office: See page 10 for contact information.

Wisconsin Secretary of State: (608) 266-8005.
The Wisconsin Alliance for Retired Americans. (414) 771-9511.
Election Protection Coalition: 1-866-OUR-VOTE.

Wisconsin Voters Bill of Rights

The Alliance for Retired Americans is working together with the Election
Protection Coalition to ensure that seniors exercise their right to vote Election
Day. In addition to this Voter Guide, the following Wisconsin Voters' Bill of
Rights will assist you with recognizing and exercising this invaluable right.
You'll notice letters and numbers after each of your listed rights - those codes
tell lawyers and poll workers where to find the actual Wisconsin statute that
protects your right to vote! If you fedl your rights have been violated, please
call the Election Protection Coalition lawyer hotline toll free:

1-866-OUR-VOTE
(1-866-687-8683)
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Wisconsin Voters Bill of Rights

1.  Youhavetheright to vote by absentee ballot if you are already
qualified and registered to vote in Wisconsin, or if you arein the Military or
overseas on Election Day. [Wis. Stat. Ann. § 6.20].

2. Youhavetheright to voteif you arein line when the polls close a 8
p.m., or at any other time between 7 am. and 8 p.m. (In smaller cities, the
polls are open from 9 am. to 8 p.m.) [88 6.78 and 62.05].

3.  If you have not registered to vote, or if you did register but your name
IS not on the registration list, you have the right to vote at that polling place if
you are at the correct location after (i) signing aregistration form and (ii)
providing written proof of your residence or having another voter confirm
your residence. [88 6.29(2)(a), 6.54, 6.55((2)(a)-(c), 6.55(3), and 6.55(7)].

4.  If you cannot read, have trouble understanding English, or are disabled,
you have the right to request special assistance from anyone other than your
employer, an agent of your employer, or an officer or agent of your union. [8
6.82].

5.  You havetheright to request a paper ballot if you cannot use the voting
machine due to your disability. [8§ 6.82(3)].

6.  All polling places should be accessible to the elderly and disabled
voters-if your polling placeis not accessible, you may be reassigned to a
polling place that is accessible. [88 5.25(4)(a) and 5.25(5)(b)].

7. If youliveinamunicipality that requires voter registration, you have
the right to register and vote on Election Day. [88 6.54, 6.55(2)(a)-(c),
6.55(3) and 6.55(7)].

8. If you aretold you are at the wrong polling place, you should ask for
the address of the correct site. Most polling places have a street index that
links addresses to polling places.

9. If you moved after the registration deadline, but at least 10 days before
the election, you must bring identification and proof of your new address to
your new polling location. Y ou have theright to vote in your new ward or
municipality aslong as you complete a special registration form. [88 6.02(2),
6.10(3), 6.40(1) and 6.55(2)].
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10. If you moved within 10 days of the election, you have the right to vote
in your old ward or municipality. [88 6.02(2) and 6.10(3)].

11. If you make amistake or "spoil" your paper ballot and you have not
cast the ballot, you have the right to receive up to three replacement ballots.
[8§ 6.80(2)(c)].

12. If you have been convicted of acrime other than afelony, treason or
bribery, you have the right to vote unconditionally. If you have been
convicted of afelony, treason or bribery but have served your complete
sentence (including probation or parole), you also have theright to vote. [88
6.03(1)(b) and 304.078].

13. You havetheright to take time from work to vote, but no more than
three successive hours, aslong as you give notice to your employer before
Election Day. Y our employer may set thetime of day. [§ 6.76].

14. You havetheright to spend at least one minute in the voting booth -
and you may be entitled to more time, depending on the number of people
waiting to vote. [8 6.80(3)(a)].

15. You havetheright to bring your child or children who are under 18
into the voting booth with you. [8 6.80(1)].

16. You havetheright to bring a sample ballot into the voting booth with
you. [86.80(2)(a)].

17. Nooneisallowed to try to influence your vote within 100 feet of the
polling place. [88 12.03 and 6.82(4)].

REMEMBER, NEVER ACCEPT A PROVISIONAL BALLOT IF YOU
HAVE THE RIGHT TO A REGULAR BALLOT. AND NEVER, UNDER
ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, ALLOW SOMEONE TO DENY YOU A
PROVISIONAL BALLOT IF YOU NEED TO USE ONE.

The information contained in this Voting Guide has been compiled from information provided by
the Wisconsin Secretarv of Sate & the Election Protection Coalition. Ver. 10/07/08
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