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 The Progressive Grassroots Movement for  Retired Amer icans 
 
The Alliance for Retired Americans is an active, strong voice for retirees —  
3.5 million members strong and counting!  Standing together, standing strong, we 
mobilize millions of older and retired Americans to make our voices heard in the laws, 
policies and institutions that shape our lives.  We are committed to preserving and 
strengthening Social Security and Medicare and protecting the retirement security of 
older Americans.   
 
To find out more about the national Alliance for Retired Americans, please contact 
our national office at (202) 637-5399 or visit our website:   

www.retiredamericans.org. 
 
 

 
 
 

Founded in 2004, the Arizona Alliance for Retired Americans works to advance public 
policy that protects the health and economic security of older Americans by teaching 
seniors how to make a difference through activism.  The Arizona Alliance is a non-
partisan, non-profit, grassroots organization that represents close to 36,000 retirees and 
seniors statewide.  
 
To learn more about the Arizona Alliance for Retired Americans, please contact our 
state office at (623) 225-6728.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: 
This guide was prepared for informational purposes only.  It should not be used as a substitute for consultation 
with professional, legal or other competent advisers.  The Alliance for Retired Americans is not responsible for 
any errors or omissions, or for the results obtained from the use of this information.   
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Politics matters.  It is that simple. 
 
Each and every day decisions are made at the local level and in Washington that 
directly affect you – decisions about Social Security and Medicare, about health care 
and pensions, and about access to affordable housing and good jobs. 
 
As you know, Election Day is right around the corner.  Though we are not asking you 
to like politics or politicians, we do believe that the stakes are too high for us, as 
seniors, to not stay educated on the issues and know where the candidates stand on 
what is important to us. 
 
With this in mind, we have created a Voter Guide that will hopefully answer some 
questions you may have had about the voting process and about recent developments in 
the voting arena – including the new electronic voting machines many counties now 
use and updated voter identification requirements.  This guide was designed to answer 
some of these questions and to encourage you to exercise your right to vote.  
 
As stated above, we do believe that the stakes are too high for us, as seniors, to not stay 
educated on the issues and know where the candidates stand on what is important to us. 
 This Election Day, be sure to exercise your right to vote.  Remember, a retiree’s place 
is in the voting booth. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 
 

 
 

   George J. Kourpias 
   President  

        Ruben Burks 
        Secretary-Treasurer 

            Edward F. Coyle 
            Executive Director  
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Congress responded to the contested Presidential election of 2000 by passing the Help 
America Vote Act (HAVA) in 2002.  This Act represents the most dramatic and 
broadest voting reform effort over the past generation.  HAVA impacts every aspect of 
the voting process from the new voting machines to the introduction of provisional 
ballots and from voter registration to poll worker training. 
 
 
The Arizona Alliance for Retired Americans encourages you to use this Voter Guide as 
a resources to answer some of the questions you may encounter as you head to the 
polls this year to exercise your crucial right to vote.  Among helpful tips and 
reminders, this guide will teach you about the voting registration process, tell you what 
you need to know about early voting and will address some of the major changes 
introduced under HAVA.   
 
 
Voting is Democracy in Action.  It is also our one opportunity to review and evaluate 
our government’s performance.  Exercise your right to vote and let your voice be 
heard! 
 
 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 
 

Doug Hart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

P.O. Box 5661, Goodyear , AZ  85338 ¨̈̈̈  (623) 225-6728  
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� � �Nuts &  Bolts of Voter  Registration in Ar izona  
 
 

Did you know that as many as 50 million citizens in the United States are 
eligible to vote but have not taken the time to register?  Registering to vote in 
Arizona is your first step toward having your voice heard by your elected 
officials.  
 
 

1. Qualifications to Register  &  to Vote in Ar izona   
 

To qualify to register to vote in Arizona, you must:   
 
 

 

1) Be a U.S. citizen;  

2) Be at least 18 years old on the day of the next general election; 

3) Be a resident of Arizona for at least 29 days before the election;  

4) Be able to write your name or make your mark, unless disabled; 

5) Not be otherwise disqualified to vote.  Noted grounds for 
disqualification include incarceration, declaration of incompetence, 
and prior election law violations.   

 
 
 

2. How to Register  to Vote  
 

To register to vote in Arizona, you must fill out and return a voter registration 
form.  You may request the form:   
 

·  In-person:  Visit your local County Recorder’s office to request and 
complete your Arizona Voter Registration form;  

·  By mail:  Mail a request for the form to your local County Recorder’s 
office;      

·  Online: If your Arizona driver’s license issued after October 1, 1996, you 
may register online using Service Arizona EZ Voter Registration, 
https://az.gov/webapp/evoter.   
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3. Registration ID Requirements  
 

 

 

Ar izona &  Proposition 200 ID Requirements  

 
In 2004, Arizona voters passed Proposition 200, which requires voters to 
prove United States citizenship when registering to vote for the first time or if 
a voter has moved to another county in Arizona. 
 
Driver ’s L icense?  If your driver’s license was issued after October 1, 1996, 
that is the only proof of citizenship that you need for registration purposes.  
Simply write your driver’s license number in box 13 on the front of the 
Arizona Voter Registration form.   
 
No Dr iver ’s L icense?  If you do not have a driver’s license, you must 
provide one form of proof of citizenship with your registration form.  
Acceptable documents are:      
 

·  A legible photocopy of a birth certificate that verifies citizenship and 
supporting legal documentation (i.e., marriage certificate) if the name on 
the birth certificate is not the same as your current legal name;  

 

·  A legible photocopy of pertinent pages of your United States passport; 
 

·  Presentation to the County Recorder of United States naturalization 
documents or fill in the number of the certificate of naturalization in box 
19 on the registration form;   

 

·  Your Bureau of Indian Affairs Card Number, Tribal Treaty Card Number, 
or Tribal Enrollment Number;  

 

·  A legible photocopy of a driver’s license or non-operating identification 
from another state within the United States if the license indicates that you 
have provided satisfactory proof of citizenship; or  

 

·  A legible photocopy of a Tribal Certificate of Indian Blood or Tribal or 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Affidavit of Birth. 
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4. Impor tant Registration Deadlines 
 

Type of Election  Date of Election  Registration Deadline 
General Primary  September 2, 2008 August 4, 2008 
General Election  November 4, 2008 October 6, 2008 
 
5. Common Voting Registration Questions &  Answers 
 

I ’m not sure if I ’m registered.  How can I  ver ify this information?  
Contact your County Recorder’s office to verify your registration.   
 

I  recently moved.  Do I  need to re-register  to vote?    
Yes.  Each time you move, even if just within the same county, you must  
re-register to vote.  You do not need to provide photocopies of proof of 
citizenship if you moved within the same county.  You DO need to provide 
proof, however, if you moved to a different county in Arizona.   
 

I  have trouble wr iting.  Can I  get help with my registration form?   
Yes.  Under the National Voter Registration Act, state agencies that provide 
voter registration opportunities, including the department of motor vehicles, 
must provide assistance in filling out the voter registration form if asked. 
 

� � � � Ar izona Voting &  Polling Place Information 
 
 

 

 
 Once you are registered, the next step is to 
get out there and vote!  

 
 

1. Where to Vote on Election Day  
 

In the weeks before the election, you should receive a sample ballot 
indicating the location of your polling site.  If you do not receive this ballot, 
contact your local County Recorder’s office.   
 
 

 

Did you know? 
By law, sample ballots must be mailed by the County Recorder’s 
office 11 days prior to an election.  The sample ballot will list the 
candidates and measures to be voted on at the election.   
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2. When to Vote on Election Day   
 

In Arizona, polls open for the General Election (November 4) from 6:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m.  You must be allowed to vote as long as you are in line by 7:00 
p.m. – regardless of how long it takes until you actually reach and enter the 
voting booth.   
 
3. What to Br ing to the Polls on Election Day  
 

Before heading out to the polls, make sure you bring a photo ID with your 
current address, such as an Arizona driver’s license.  If you do not have a 
photo ID with a current address, bring 2 ID’s that have your name and 
address such as a utilities bill, paycheck, or tribal enrollment card.  More 
information on ID’s on page 6.     
 
4. Common Voting and Polling Place Questions &  Answers  
 

Is there a limit to how much time I  can spend in the voting booth?   
If all voting booths are full and there are voters waiting, then you cannot 
spend more than 5 minutes in a voting booth.  If nobody is waiting, then you 
may stay in the booth for as long as you need.    �
 
Will my polling place be accessible to disabled voters?   
Unless exempted, each polling place must be accessible to persons with 
disabilities.   
 

 

Curbside Voting – If you are disabled and reach the polling site 
only to find that it is inaccessible, you are able to receive voting 
assistance from two polling place officials of major political 
parties either in your vehicle or at the door of the polling place.  
You may then cast your ballot, never having to enter the polling 
place that may be quite a distance in some areas.  

 
Once I ’m inside the polling place, may I  receive assistance with voting?  
If you have a physical or mental disability or are illiterate, you may receive 
voting assistance from anyone of your own choice, except from your 
employer, a union officer or a candidate whose name appears on the ballot.   
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Is there any specials means of transpor tation for  the disabled to reach 
the polls?��������
Not officially, but you can usually call the local or county campaign 
headquarters of either political party to arrange transportation to the polls. 

·  Arizona Democratic Party headquarters:  (602) 298-4200 

·  Arizona Republican Party headquarters:  (602) 957-7770 
 
May I  receive assistance in a language other  than English?   
Yes.  All of Arizona is required to provide assistance in Spanish.  Many 
counties are also covered for various Native American languages.  
Specifically, in Mar icopa County, you may also receive materials in Tohono 
O’Odham; in Pima County, you may also receive materials in Tohono 
O’Odham and Yaqui; in Apache County, you may also receive materials in 
Apache, Navajo, and Pueblo; in Coconino County, you may also receive 
materials in Navajo and Pueblo; in Gila County, you may also receive 
materials in Apache; in Graham County, you may also receive materials in 
Apache; in Navajo County, you may also receive materials in Apache, 
Navajo and Pueblo; in Pinal County, you may also receive materials in 
Apache and Tohono O’Odham; and in Yuma County, you may also receive 
materials in Yuman. 
 

I  don’ t want to use a voting machine. Can I  instead vote by paper  ballot?  
Yes – as long as you request a paper ballot before you have begun to cast a 
ballot at a voting machine.  
 

What if there are equipment problems at my precinct and I  cannot vote? 
If this happens, you should ask to vote by a backup paper ballot or by 
provisional ballot.  You should also call your local County Recorder’s office 
to make it aware of the situation.  See page 10 for contact information.�
 
� � � � �Voting &  HAVA Identification Requirements  
 

 

 
Identification at the Polls 

 

 

Every voter in Arizona must bring identification to the polls, including:   
(a) one form of appropriate identification bearing your the name, address and 
photograph; OR (b) two different forms of identification that bear your name 
and address.   
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Acceptable Form of Photo ID  
The following government issued IDs are acceptable, if they also include the 
name and address of the voter: 
 

(A) Valid Arizona driver’s license or non-operating identification; (B) Tribal 
enrollment card or other form of tribal identification; (C) Valid United States 
federal, state, or local government issued identification. 
 
Other  Types of Acceptable ID Documents  
If you do not have a photo ID, you may still vote if you bring any two 
different items from the list below to the polling place, as long as those items 
include both your name and address:  
 

·  Utility bill dated within 90 days of the date of the election; 
·  Bank or credit union statement dated within 90 days of the election; 
·  Valid Arizona Vehicle Registration; 
·  Indian census card; 
·  Property tax statement of the person©s residence; 
·  Tribal enrollment card or other form of tribal identification; 
·  Vehicle insurance card; 
·  Valid United States federal, state, or local government issued ID;  
·  Voter Registration Card / Recorder©s Certification; or  
·  Any “Official Election Material”  mailing bearing your name and address. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Impor tant ID Warnings! 
·  Even if you have other ID that may have your photo on it, such as 

a credit card or a gym membership card – those are not acceptable 
forms of ID because they are not government issued ID.   

 

·  If you choose to bring two non-photo IDs, they have to be from 
different sources (so a bank statement with 2 different months is 
not acceptable).    

 
 

1. Common Voting ID Questions &  Answers 
 

My ID has expired.  Can I  still use it?   
No.  If your ID has expired, it is no longer valid. 
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Can I  use a valid dr iver ’s license with a prior Ar izona address?  
Yes, you may vote a regular provisional ballot and you do NOT have to 
return after the election.  Election officials will verify the ballot after the fact. 
 As always though, it is best to vote by regular ballot, so if you have time 
before Election Day to update your license, you should do so! 
 
I f I  have a dr iver ’s license from another  state can I  vote?  
An out of state driver’s license is not an acceptable form of ID.  You can vote 
a “conditional”  provisional ballot -- you will have to return to a designated 
location after the election and provide acceptable ID. 
 
I f I  have none of the acceptable forms of ID can I  still vote?  
Yes, you can vote a “conditional”  provisional ballot -- you will have to return 
to a designated location after the election and provide acceptable ID.  More 
on Provisional Ballots on page 9.   
 
I  have a Retired Military ID, may I  use that for  my ID?  
No, it does not have your address on it—remember: photo, name, & address. 
 

� � � � How to Vote Before Election Day 
 

In Arizona, any eligible voter may cast a ballot before Election Day in one of 
2 ways:  (1) Vote By Mail; & (2) Early Voting at designated voting sites.  
Voting early helps you avoid the long lines on Election Day.  
 
Vote By Mail (VBM):  To VBM, you must request a VBM ballot from your 
local County Recorder’s office on or before October 24, 2008.  For your vote 
to be counted, your voted ballot and affidavit must be returned to the County 
Recorder’s office before 7:00 p.m. Election Day or dropped off at any polling 
place within your county of residence before 7:00 p.m. on Election Day. 
 
 
 

 

Important Tip on Returning Your VBM Ballot by Mail  
Please beware that a VBM ballot postmarked on or before November 
4th but received by the County Recorder’s office after this date will 
not be counted.  If you are concerned that the U.S. Postal Service 
will not deliver your VBM ballot on time, drop you ballot off on 
Election Day at any county polling place. 
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Ear ly Voting: Beginning on October 2, 2008, and ending On October 31, 
2008, at 5:00 p.m., you may vote in person at your local elections office and 
at other designated Early Voting sites throughout your county of registration. 
Contact your local County Recorder’s office for a list of early voting sites.    
 
 
 

 

Ear ly Voting Deadlines in a Nutshell 
 

Early Voting Starts: Thursday, October 2, 2008 
 

Last Day to Request Vote-By-Mail Ballot:  Friday, October 24, 2008 
 

Last Day For Early Voting:  Friday, October 31, 2008 
 
1. Common Ear ly Voting Questions &  Answers 
 
I  voted ear ly by mail last election.  Will I  automatically be mailed a 
ballot for  this upcoming Election Day?   
No, not unless you requested that your name be added to the “Permanent 
Early Voting List.”   To do so, contact your local County Recorder’s office 
specifically asking that your name be added to the permanent list.   
 

I  signed up for  the Permanent Ear ly Voting L ist.  What happens next?   
Once you are on this list, an early ballot will automatically be mailed to you 
approximately 26 days prior to that election. 
 

Can my ear ly ballot be mailed somewhere other  than my mailing 
address? 
Yes, just make sure to inform the Voter Registration Department that you 
want your early ballot mailed to another address. 
 

Other  Useful Polling Site Information  
 

·  Each polling place shall have at least one magnifying instrument and the 
Secretary of State shall provide each county with at least one large print 
version of the publicity pamphlet for each polling place and each early voting 
site for a statewide election.    
 

·  Each polling place shall include seating to allow voters to wait to enter the 
voting booth.  A minimum of two seats is recommended.�

�

·  Polling places also have touch screen voting machines able to provide 
large print and audio at the polls���
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� � � How to Vote I f You L ive in a Nursing Home 
 
If you are in a hospital or nursing home and will be unable to travel to the 
polls on Election Day but still want to vote, be sure to request an early ballot 
from your local County Recorder’s office.  If you are not registered, ask them 
to send you both a registration form and an early ballot request form.   
 

If you are homebound on Election Day and do not want to vote by the mail 
early ballot procedure, write to or call your local County Recorder’s office to 
request personal delivery of your ballot to the polls no later than 5:00 p.m. on 
the second Friday before the election (November 24, 2008).   
 
 

� � � � Provisional &  Conditional Provisional Ballots 
 

A Provisional Ballot is the ballot a voter votes at the polling site if the poll 
worker cannot locate your name on the roster for the precinct where you are 
attempting to vote. 
 
Seven reasons why you may need to vote by provisional ballot: 
1. You have not provided sufficient identification at the polling location;  
2. Your name is not on the signature roster and you did not move;  
3. You have moved within the precinct but have not reregistered;  
4. You have moved to a new precinct within the county without reregistering;  
5. You have been issued an early ballot;  
6. You changed your name; or 
7. You are challenged at the polling place.    
 
If any of the above applies to you on Election Day, you are allowed to cast a 
provisional ballot at the polling place after completing and signing a 
provisional affirmation statement.  This affirmation confirms that you are 
registered to vote in that jurisdiction and are eligible to vote in the election.   
 
Conditional Provisional Ballot  
You will be asked to vote a conditional provisional ballot at the polling place 
if you fail to show an acceptable ID.  The only way your ballot will count is 
if you bring acceptable ID to the County Recorder©s office (or designated 
sites) within 5 Business days after the General Election and 3 business days 
after any other Election. 
��
�
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� � � � � Ar izona Voting Machine Map 
 

 
 
 

� � � � � � Ar izona County Recorders'  Offices  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Legend 
    
   Paper Ballot Voting Systems  

    
   Paper Ballot Voting Systems - All Vote-By-Mail  

    
   Mixed Paper Ballot Systems and DREs with VVPAT  

    
   Mixed Paper Ballot Systems and DREs without VVPAT  

    
   DREs with VVPAT  

    
   DREs without VVPAT  

    
   Mechanical Lever Machines  

    
   Unknown  

COUNTY PHONE WEBSITE 
Apache County (928) 337-7537 http://www.co.apache.az.us/ 
Cochise County (520) 432-8970 http://cochise.az.gov/ 
Coconino County (928) 779-6589 http://www.coconino.az.gov/ 
Gila County (928) 402-8708 http://www.gilacountyaz.gov/ 
Graham County (928) 792-5037 http://www.graham.az.gov/ 
Greenlee County (928) 865-2072 http://www.co.greenlee.az.us/ 
La Paz County (928) 669-6115 ----------------------- 
Maricopa County (602) 506-1511 http://recorder.maricopa.gov/ 
Mohave County (928) 753-0733 http://www.co.mohave.az.us/ 
Navajo County (928) 524-4062 http://www.navajocountyaz.gov 
Pima County (520) 351-6830 http://www.co.pima.az.us/ 
Pinal County (520) 866-7550 http://pinalcountyaz.gov/ 
Santa Cruz County (520) 375-7808 http://www.co.santa-cruz.az.us/ 
Yavapai County (928) 771-3250 http://www.co.yavapai.az.us/ 
Yuma County (928) 373-1014 http://www.co.yuma.az.us/elec/ 
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� � � � Additional Resources 
 
Where can I  get more information about registration and voting? 

·  Your County Recorder' s office:  See page 10 for contact information.  

·  Arizona Secretary of State:  1-877-843-8683 

·  The Arizona Alliance for Retired Americans:  (623) 225-6728 

·  National Campaign for Fair Elections:  1-866-OUR-VOTE  
 

� � � Ar izona Voters'  Bill of Rights  
 
The Alliance for Retired Americans is working together with the National 
Campaign for Fair Elections and the Election Protection Coalition to ensure that 
seniors exercise their right to vote Election Day.  In addition to this Voting 
Guide, the following Arizona Voters'  Bill of Rights will assist you with 
recognizing and exercising this invaluable right.  You' ll notice letters and 
numbers after each of your listed rights Ð  those codes tell lawyers and poll 
workers where to find the actual Arizona statute that protects your right to vote! 
 If you feel your rights have been violated, please call the Election Protection 
Coalition lawyer hotline toll free:   

 
1-866-OUR-VOTE (1-866-687-8683). 

 
ARIZONA VOTERS'  BILL OF RIGHTS  

 
1. VOTE IF YOU ARE IN LINE at the polling place when the polls open at 6:00 
a.m. or close at 7:00 p.m. [A.R.S. § 16-565].  
 
2. VOTE BY PROVISIONAL BALLOT if: (1) you have registered in the precinct 
but no longer live at the address at which you registered, (2) you have moved to a 
different address in the same county but did not re-register, or (3) you applied for 
an early ballot but did not use it.  If you have recently moved, you must provide 
proof of your new address, but you do not have to show identification. [§§ 16-579, 
16-584].  
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3. VOTE AT THE POLING PLACE OF YOUR OLD ADDRESS if you have 
moved to another Arizona precinct within 29 days of Election Day. [§ 16-125].  
 
4. RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS on the use of voting equipment. [§ 16-578].  
 
5. TAKE A MINOR CHILD into the voting booth with you. [§§ 16-580(G)].  
 
6. VOTE IF YOU HAVE BEEN CONVICTED OF ONLY ONE FELONY after 
fully completing your sentence, including any period of probation or parole, and re-
registering to vote. [§ 13-912]. 
 
7. RECEIVE A REPLACEMENT BALLOT if you make a mistake. [§§ 16-585]. 
 
8. TAKE TIME OFF FROM WORK TO VOTE on Election Day without penalty if 
your regular work shift starts before 9:00 a.m. or ends after 4:00 p.m.  Your 
employer has the right to set the time you may take for voting. [§ 16-402].  
 
9. VOTE WITHOUT PROVIDING A SIGNATURE if you are physically unable to 
do so. [§ 16-579(E)]. 
 
10. VOTE IN AN ALTERNATIVE MANNER if your polling place is inaccessible. 
[§ 16-581]. 
 
11. VOTE WITH A PAPER BALLOT if the voting machines break down and 
cannot be repaired or replaced. [§§ 16-574]. 
 
12. BE FREE FROM INTERFERENCE from any person when you are within 75 
feet of a polling place. [§§ 16-515; 16-1018]. 
 
13. RECEIVE A BALLOT AND OTHER VOTING MATERIALS IN A 
LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH in certain counties. In Maricopa County, 
you may receive materials in Spanish and Tohono O'Odham; in Pima County, you 
may receive materials in Spanish, Tohono O'Odham and Yaqui; in Apache County, 
you may receive materials in Apache, Navajo, and Pueblo; in Cochise County, you 
may receive materials in Spanish; in Coconino County, you may receive materials 
in Navajo and Pueblo; in Gila County, you may receive materials in Apache; in 
Graham County, you may receive materials in Apache; in Greenlee County, you 
may receive materials in Spanish; in Navajo County, you may receive materials in 
Apache, Navajo and Pueblo; in Pinal County, you may receive materials in Apache 
and Tohono O'Odham; in Santa Cruz County, you may receive materials in 
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Spanish; and in Yuma County, you may receive materials in Spanish and Yuman. 
[42 U.S.C. § 1973 et seq.; 67 Fed. Reg. 48,871]. 
 
 

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO TAKE A COPY OF THIS 
ARIZONA BILL OF RIGHTS INTO THE VOTING BOOTH WITH YOU. 

 
 

REMEMBER, NEVER ACCEPT A PROVISIONAL BALLOT IF YOU 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO A REGULAR BALLOT.  AND NEVER, UNDER 

ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, ALLOW SOMEONE TO DENY YOU A 
PROVISIONAL BALLOT IF YOU NEED TO USE ONE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The information contained in this Voting Guide has been compiled from information provided by 
the Arizona Secretary of State & the Election Protection Coalition. 

 
Ver. 10/07/08 
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