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 The Progressive Grassroots Movement for  Retired Amer icans 
 
The Alliance for Retired Americans is an active, strong voice for retirees —  
3.5 million members strong and counting!  Standing together, standing strong, we 
mobilize millions of older and retired Americans to make our voices heard in the laws, 
policies and institutions that shape our lives.  We are committed to preserving and 
strengthening Social Security and Medicare and protecting the retirement security of 
older Americans.   
 
To find out more about the national Alliance for Retired Americans, please contact 
our national office at (202) 637-5399 or visit our website:  
www.retiredamericans.org.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

Founded in 2002, the Ohio Alliance for Retired Americans works to advance public 
policy that protects the health and economic security of older Americans by teaching 
seniors how to make a difference through activism.  The Ohio Alliance is a non-
partisan, non-profit, grassroots organization that represents close to 260,000 retirees 
and seniors statewide, including over 90 affiliated organizations.  
 
To learn more about the Ohio Alliance for Retired Americans, please contact our 
state office at 614.224.8271 x 1004 or visit our website: 
http://www.ohioretiredamericans.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: 
This guide was prepared for informational purposes only.  It should not be used as a substitute for consultation 
with professional, legal or other competent advisers.  The Alliance for Retired Americans is not responsible for 
any errors or omissions, or for the results obtained from the use of this information.   
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Politics matters.  It is that simple. 
 
Each and every day decisions are made at the local level and in Washington that 
directly affect you – decisions about Social Security and Medicare, about health care 
and pensions, and about access to affordable housing and good jobs. 
 
As you know, Election Day is right around the corner.  Though we are not asking you 
to like politics or politicians, we do believe that the stakes are too high for us, as 
seniors, to not stay educated on the issues and know where the candidates stand on 
what is important to us. 
 
With this in mind, we have created a Voter Guide that will hopefully answer some 
questions you may have had about the voting process and about recent developments in 
the voting arena – including the new electronic voting machines many counties now 
use and updated voter identification requirements.  This guide was designed to answer 
some of these questions and to encourage you to exercise your right to vote.  
 
As stated above, we do believe that the stakes are too high for us, as seniors, to not stay 
educated on the issues and know where the candidates on what is important to us.  This 
Election Day, be sure to exercise your right to vote.  Remember, a retiree’s place is in 
the voting booth. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 
 

 
 

   George J. Kourpias 
   President  

        Ruben Burks 
        Secretary-Treasurer 

            Edward F. Coyle 
            Executive Director  
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Congress responded to the contested Presidential election of 2000 by passing the Help 
America Vote Act (HAVA) in 2002.  This Act represents the most dramatic and 
broadest voting reform effort over the past generation.  HAVA impacts every aspect of 
the voting process from the new voting machines to the introduction of provisional 
ballots and from voter registration to poll worker training. 
 
 
The Ohio Alliance for Retired Americans encourages you to use this Voter Guide as a 
resources to answer some of the many questions you may encounter as you head to the 
polls this year to exercise your crucial right to vote.  Among helpful tips and 
reminders, this guide will teach you about the voting registration process, tell you what 
you need to know to vote by absentee ballot and will address some of the major 
changes introduced under HAVA.   
 
 
Voting is Democracy in Action.  It is also our one opportunity to review and evaluate 
our government’s performance.  Exercise your right to vote and let your voice be 
heard! 
 
 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 
 

Dave Friesner 
President 
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� � �Nuts &  Bolts of Voter  Registration in OH 
 
 

Did you know that as many as 50 million citizens in the United States are eligible to 
vote but have not taken the time to register?  Registering to vote in Ohio is your 
first step toward having your voice heard by your elected officials.   
 
 

1. Qualifications to Register  &  to Vote in Ohio   
 

To qualify to register to vote in Ohio, you must:   
 
 
 

 

1) Be a U.S. citizen;  

2) Be at least 18 years old on the date of the next general election; 

3) Have been a resident of the county and precinct in which you intend 
to vote for 30 days; and 

4) Not be otherwise disqualified to vote.  Noted grounds for 
disqualification include incarceration, declaration of incompetence, 
and prior election law violations.   

 
 

2. How to Register  to Vote  
 
To register to vote in Ohio, you must fill out and return a voter registration form.  
You may request the form:     

·  In-person:  Forms are available to be filled out and submitted at public libraries, 
motor vehicle bureaus, city halls and many states agencies.  These agencies will 
send your form to your county Board of Elections.    

·  By mail:  Ask you county Board of Elections (see Section VI for directory) to 
mail a voter registration form to you.     

·  Online:  http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/upload/publications/election/VRform.pdf 
 

If your voter registration application is approved, your county Board of Elections 
must register you to vote within 20 business days after receiving your application.  
You will then receive a notice telling you your voting precinct, polling location and 
the identification requirements for voting.  You do not need to bring this card with 
you to the polls.   
 

3. Impor tant Registration Deadlines 
 

Type of Election  Date of Election  Registration Deadline 
General Primary*   March 4, 2008 February 4, 2008 
General Election  November 4, 2008 October 6, 2008 
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�

An Open Primary - with a Twist!  
*Please note that although Ohio has an open primary that allows any 
registered voter to vote in any party primary, you will be required to 
state your party affiliation when it comes time to cast your vote. 

 
Here’s how it works:  Once you’re at the polls, a poll worker will ask you if you 
want a Democrat or Republican ballot.  The poll worker will then check if your 
answer matches with the list reflecting which party primary you voted in last time.  
If it is not the same party as you are asking to vote in this time, you will need to 
sign a form that confirms the change in your political party affiliation.  You will 
then be associated with that party unless and until you switch your affiliation at the 
next election.     
 
 

4. Registration &  Voting Identification Requirements  
 

You are not required to provide a copy of a photo ID when registering to vote in 
Ohio.  
 
� � Register ing in Person  
 

You may provide you current driver’s license number or the last four digits of your 
Social Security number on the registration form.  If you do not have a driver’s 
license or a social security number, just write “none”  in the space for the ID number 
on the application; the state will assign you an identification number for voter 
registration purposes.   
 
 
 
 

 
Please remember- you do not need to physically present your ID at the 
time of registering; you just need to list the above numbers on your 
registration form.      
 

� � Register ing by Mail 
 

If you are registering by mail and don’ t have a driver’s license number or a Social 
Security number, enclose a copy of one of the following that has your name and 
address:  Current valid photo identification card (Ohio driver’s license, state ID, 
government ID), military identification, current (within one year) utility bill, bank 
statement, paycheck, or government check.    
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5. Common Voting Registration Questions &  Answers 
 

I ’m not sure if I ’m registered.  How can I  ver ify this information?  
You can check your voter registration status either by calling your county Board of 
Elections (see directory in Section VI) or by performing a “Voter Information 
Search”  on the Secretary of State’s website:  www.sos.state.oh.us.   
 
 

Will I  remain a registered voter  even if I  don’ t vote?  
Yes.  Under the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, your name cannot be 
taken off the list of registered voters just because you have not voted.  Your name 
may be placed on the inactive list if you do not respond to an address confirmation 
notice.  So, if you do receive one of these notices, respond to it!  Better yet – get out 
& vote!    
 
 

I  have trouble wr iting.  Can I  get help with my registration form?   
Yes.  Under the National Voter Registration Act, state agencies that provide voter 
registration opportunities, including the department of motor vehicles and agencies 
that serve people with disabilities, must provide assistance in filling out the voter 
registration form if asked. 
 
 

I f I  am in a hospital or  nursing home dur ing the time when I  need to register  
to vote, what should I  do?  
Contact the client rights advocate or your social worker (this person also may be 
called the client rights officer or patient representative) and ask for a registration 
form or absentee ballot. 
 
I f I  am in a hospital or  nursing home and will be on voting day and am a 
registered voter , how do I  ar range to vote?  
 

� � If you are able to leave the hospital, you can go to the polls yourself.  If you 
need assistance with transportation to the polls, ask the social work or client 
rights advocate staff to arrange transportation.  If possible, you should request 
transportation assistance before Election Day.   

 
� � If you cannot leave the hospital, the client rights advocate should assist you in 

contacting the county Board of Elections (see Section VI).  Many hospitals will 
have pre-arranged to have county elections officials at the hospital to assist 
voters with absentee ballots.  (Note: If your residence is in a different county 
from the hospital, different arrangements will need to be made.  It is important 
that you work closely with staff to make the appropriate arrangements.) 
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I  recently moved but did not update my voter  registration record.  Do I  need 
to do anything?   
Yes - If you are already registered but have moved within Ohio, you must submit a 
new voter registration form or change of address form.  These forms can be picked 
up at all locations where voter registration forms may be obtained, including your 
local public library and high school.  You may hand-deliver the completed form to 
the Secretary of State, a board of elections, a public high school or vocational 
school, a public library, a county treasurer©s office, or any Deputy Registrar of the 
Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles.  Alternatively, you may mail the completed form 
to your county Board of Elections or the Secretary of State’s Office. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Change of Residence Deadline – You must complete and submit a 
change of residence form at least 29 days before an election to be able to 
vote by regular (rather than a provisional) ballot.  More on provisional 
ballots in Section III. 
 
 

� � � � Basic Voting &  Polling Place Information 
 

 

 
 
 

Once you are registered, the next step is to get out there and vote!   
 
 
 

1. Where to Vote on Election Day  
 

You cast your ballot at the address noted on your registration card unless you vote a 
provisional ballot.  See Section III for more information on Provisional Ballots.  If 
you do not know where your polling place is located, contact your county board of 
elections.  If you have access to the Internet, you may visit the Secretary of State’s 
Website, www.sos.state.oh.us, for the location of your polling place. 
 
2. When to Vote on Election Day   
 

In Ohio, polls open on Election Day from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.  You must be 
allowed to vote as long as you are in line by 7:30 p.m. – regardless of how long it 
takes until you actually reach and enter the voting booth.   
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3. Voting Before Election Day 
 

You may cast your vote before Election Day in 1 of 2 ways:  
 

� � By Mail – Call you Board of Elections to ask for an absentee ballot request 
form.  Return the completed form to the Board of Elections and they will send 
you an Absentee Ballot.  Fill it out and return it with the correct postage 
immediately.  You ballot must be received by Election Day. 

  
� � At your Board of Elections – Call your Board of Elections, find out their hours, 

and fill out their absentee ballot request form.  If your registration is OK, you 
can vote immediately right there!   

 
 

4. Voting &  HAVA Identification Requirements  
 

 

 
Identification at the Polls 

 

 

Every voter in Ohio must bring identification to the polls, such as:       
 

 (1) A current and valid photo identification displaying name and address (i.e.  
 Ohio driver’s license, state ID, government ID);  
 

 (2) Military identification that shows the voter’s name and current address; or 
 

 (3) A copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, 
 paycheck, or other government document that shows your name and address.  
 
* *Note: You cannot use as proof of identification a notice that the board of 
elections mailed to you.  
 
 

 

Do not fret if you forgot your required identification on voting day!  
You may return later with proper ID and vote in the regular manner 
or you can cast a provisional ballot at the polls.  Please note that there 
are specific steps that need to be taken when voting by Provisional 
Ballot to ensure that your vote is counted, so please review Section III 
for more information.   
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5. Common Voting and Polling Place Questions &  Answers 
 

I ’m at the polls, but my name is not on the voter  registration list.  Now what? 
The election official should call the county voter registration office to determine the 
status of your registration.  If they still cannot find your name, or if your eligibility 
to vote is challenged for any reason, you have the right to cast a provisional ballot.   
 
 

I ’m at the polls, I  have my dr iver ’s license – but it does not reflect my current 
address.  Can I  still vote by regular  ballot?   
Yes!  You cannot be denied a regular ballot simply because the address on your ID 
does not match the address in the poll list or signature poll book.  In this instance, 
the poll worker must accept the photo ID, must record the last four digits of your 
driver’s license (or state ID) number, and allow you to vote by regular ballot.   
 
How do I  become familiar  with the voting system used in my county?  
The voting systems used in Ohio are direct recording electronic (DRE) voting 
systems with VVPATS, optical-scans systems and paper-ballot marking systems.  
For information about the type of voting machine or system used in your county, 
see Section V.     
 

I  don’ t want to use a voting machine – Can I  instead vote by paper ballot?  
Yes – as long as you request a paper ballot before you have begun to cast a ballot at 
a voting machine.  
 
 

What should I  do if there are equipment problems at my precinct and I  cannot 
vote?   
If this happens, you should ask to vote by a backup paper ballot or by provisional 
ballot.  You should also call your county Board of Elections to make them aware of 
the situation.  See Section VI for contact information. 
 
Is there a limit to how much time I  can spend in the voting booth?   
If all voting booths are occupied and there are voters waiting, then you cannot 
spend more than five minutes in a voting booth.  If nobody is waiting or there are 
other booths available, then you may stay in the booth for as long as you need.    �
 
Will my polling place be accessible to disabled voters?   
Unless exempted, each polling place must be accessible to persons with disabilities. 
  
 Curbside Voting – If you are disabled and reach the polling site only 

to find that it is inaccessible, you are entitled to voting assistance from 
two polling place officials of major political parties either in your 
vehicle or at the door of the polling place.   
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Once I ’m inside the polling place, may I  receive assistance with voting?  
If you have a physical or mental disability or are illiterate, you may receive voting 
assistance from anyone of your own choice, except from your employer, a union 
officer or a candidate whose name appears on the ballot.   
 
 

Is there any specials means of transpor tation for  the disabled to reach the 
polls?  

Not officially, but you can usually call the local or county campaign headquarters of 
either political party or of a local candidate to arrange transportation to the polls. 

      *  Ohio Democratic Party headquarters:  614-221-6563 

     *  Ohio Republican Party headquarters:  614-228-2481 
 
 

May I  receive assistance in a language other  than English?   
Although your county Board of Elections is not required to provide a translator on 
Election Day, it may appoint an interpreter to assist non-English speaking voters if 
the need is made known.   
 
 

� � � � �Provisional Ballots 
 

Section 302 of HAVA requires that citizens who believe that they are registered 
voters in a jurisdiction, but whose names are missing from the list of registered 
electors, be permitted to cast a provisional ballot and have registration information 
later verified.   
 
 

List of reasons why you may vote by provisional ballot:  
� � Your name does not appear on the official poll list for an election;  
� � You do not provide the required proof of identity;  
� � Your name appears on the poll list as having requested an absentee ballot;  
� � Your name is marked with a notation that mailings have been undeliverable; or 
� � Your signature does not match the signature on your registration form.   
 
If any of the above scenarios applies to you on Election Day, you are allowed to 
cast a provisional ballot at the polling place after completing and signing a 
provisional affirmation statement.  This affirmation confirms that you are registered 
to vote in that jurisdiction and you are eligible to vote in the election.   
 
�
�

 

***   ALERT   * **  
If you voted by provisional ballot but did not sign the written 
affirmation, you must provide the necessary identification to the 
board of elections within 10 days after Election Day!!!  Otherwise, 
your vote will not be counted.   
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� � � � Absentee Ballots  
 
 

Absentee voting provides a way to vote before Election Day without going to the 
polls.  Any registered voter in Ohio may vote by absentee ballot.   
 

1. Applying for  Your  Absentee Ballot  
 

Absentee ballots must be applied for in writing.  If you are properly registered to 
vote, you must submit your written request to your county Board of Elections.  To 
obtain a form and for more information, visit:  
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/elections/voterInformation/absentee.aspx 
 
 

2. Impor tant 2008 Absentee Ballot Deadlines  
 

For the November 4, 2008 General Election 

First Day to apply for Absentee Ballot Applications:                 January 1, 2008 

Last Day to Apply for an Absentee Ballot:          November 1, 2008 by 12:00 p.m.  

Last Day to Return Voted Absentee Ballots:            November 4, 2008 by 7:30 p.m.  
 
 

Deadline Exceptions:  
 

� � Ballots mailed by out-of-country civilians will be counted if received by the 
board up to 20 days after a presidential primary, and 10 days after any other 
election, if post-marked or signed by Election Day. 

 
 

� � Out-of-country armed service absentee ballots must be signed on or before close 
of polls and received by the board no later than 20 days after a presidential 
primary, and 10 days after any other election. 

 
 

3. Common Absentee Ballot Questions &  Answers  
 
 

What if an emergency ar ises after  the application deadline? 
The absentee ballot request deadline in the case of medical emergencies is 3 p.m. on 
Election Day.  To be eligible to vote by absentee ballot under the emergency 
provision, you must be confined in a hospital because of a medical emergency.  A 
close relative may deliver and return your ballot if you so request and state the 
relative’s name and relationship on the application, or representatives of the board 
of elections can deliver the ballot. 
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One-Stop Voting!  
Do you know that you can pick up your absentee ballot and vote on the 
same day?  It’s true!  If you travel to your County Board of Elections 
before Election Day to request an absentee ballot and are found eligible 
to vote by this method while at the office, you may complete and return 
the absentee ballot on the very same day!   

 
May I  hand-deliver  my absentee ballot to the County Board of Elections?   
Yes.  You may return your completed ballot to the County Board of Elections either 
by mail or by hand – as long as you do so before 7:30 p.m. on Election Day!   

� � � Ohio Voting Machine Map 
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� � � � Ohio County Board of Elections Offices  
 
COUNTY  PHONE 
Adams County  …………………………………………..  (937) 544-2633 
Allen County  ………………………………………….. (419) 223-8530 
Ashland County ………………………………………….. (419) 282-4224 
Ashtabula County ………………………………………….. (440) 576-6915 
Athens County ………………………………………….. (740) 592-3201 
Auglaize County  ………………………………………….. (419) 739-6720 
Belmont County ………………………………………….. (740) 526-0188 
Brown County ………………………………………….. (937) 378-3008 
Butler County ………………………………………….. (513) 887-3700 
Carroll County ………………………………………….. (330) 627-2610 
Champaign County ………………………………………….. (937) 484-1575 
Clark County  ………………………………………….. (937) 521-2120 
Clermont County ………………………………………….. (513) 732-7275 
Clinton County ………………………………………….. (937) 382-3537 
Columbiana County  ………………………………………….. (330) 424-1448 
Coshocton County  ………………………………………….. (740) 622-1117 
Crawford County  ………………………………………….. (419) 562-8721 
Cuyahoga County ………………………………………….. (216) 443-3200 
Darke County  ………………………………………….. (937) 548-1835 
Defiance County  ………………………………………….. (419) 782-8543 
Delaware County  ………………………………………….. (740) 833-2080 
Erie County  ………………………………………….. (419) 627-7601 
Fairfield County  ………………………………………….. (740) 687-7000 
Fayette County  ………………………………………….. (740) 335-1190 
Franklin County  ………………………………………….. (614) 462-3100 
Fulton County  ………………………………………….. (419) 335-6841 
Gallia County  ………………………………………….. (740) 446-1600 
Geauga County  ………………………………………….. (440) 279-2030 
Greene County  ………………………………………….. (937) 562-7478 
Guernsey County  ………………………………………….. (740) 432-2680 
Hamilton County  ………………………………………….. (513) 632-7000 
Hancock County  ………………………………………….. (419) 422-3245 
Hardin County  ………………………………………….. (419) 674-2211 
Harrison County  ………………………………………….. (740) 942-8866 
Henry County ………………………………………….. (419) 592-7956 
Highland County ………………………………………….. (937) 393-9961 
Hocking County ………………………………………….. (740) 380-8683 
Holmes County  ………………………………………….. (330) 674-5921 
Huron County  ………………………………………….. (419) 668-8238 
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Jackson County  ………………………………………….. (740) 286-2905 
Jefferson County ………………………………………….. (740) 283-8522 
Knox County ………………………………………….. (740) 393-6716 
Lake County ………………………………………….. (440) 350-2700 
Lawrence County  ………………………………………….. (740) 532-0444 
Licking County ………………………………………….. (740) 670-5080 
Logan County  ………………………………………….. (937) 599-7255 
Lorain County  ………………………………………….. (440) 326-5900 
Lucas County  ………………………………………….. (419) 213-4001 
Madison County  ………………………………………….. (740) 852-9424  
Mahoning County ………………………………………….. (330) 783-2474 
Marion County ………………………………………….. (740) 223-4090  
Medina County ………………………………………….. (330) 722-9278 
Meigs County  ………………………………………….. (740) 992-2697  
Mercer County ………………………………………….. (419) 586-2215  
Miami County ………………………………………….. (937) 440-3900 
Monroe County ………………………………………….. (740) 472-0929 
Montgomery County  ………………………………………….. (937) 225-5656 
Morgan County ………………………………………….. (740) 962-3116 
Morrow County  ………………………………………….. (419) 946-4026 
Muskingum County  ………………………………………….. (740) 455-7120 
Noble County  ………………………………………….. (740) 732-2057 
Ottawa County  ………………………………………….. (419) 898-3071  
Paulding County  ………………………………………….. (419) 399-8230 
Perry County ………………………………………….. (740) 342-2134 
Pickaway County  ………………………………………….. (740) 474-1100 
Pike County  ………………………………………….. (740) 947-4512 
Portage County  ………………………………………….. (330) 297-3511 
Preble County  ………………………………………….. (937) 456-8117 
Putnam County  ………………………………………….. (419) 523-3343 
Richland County ………………………………………….. (419) 774-5530 
Ross County  ………………………………………….. (740) 775-2350 
Sandusky County ………………………………………….. (419) 334-6180 
Scioto County  ………………………………………….. (740) 353-4178 
Seneca County  ………………………………………….. (419) 447-4424 
Shelby County  ………………………………………….. (937) 498-7207  
Stark County ………………………………………….. (330) 451-8683 
Summit County  ………………………………………….. (330) 643-5200 
Trumbull County ………………………………………….. (330) 369-4050 
Tuscarawas County ………………………………………….. (330) 343-8819 
Union County  ………………………………………….. (937) 642-2836  
Van Wert County  ………………………………………….. (419) 238-4192 



 

12 

Vinton County  ………………………………………….. (740) 596-5855 
Warren County  ………………………………………….. (513) 695-1358  
Washington County  ………………………………………….. (740) 374-6828 
Wayne County  ………………………………………….. (330) 287-5480 
Williams County ………………………………………….. (419) 636-1854 
Wood County ………………………………………….. (419) 354-9120 
Wyandot County ………………………………………….. (419) 294-1226 
 
 

� � � � �Additional Resources 
 
Where can I  get more information about registration and voting? 
 

·  Your county Board of Elections:  See Section VI for contact information.  

·  Ohio Secretary of State:  1-877-767-6446  

·  The Ohio Alliance for Retired Americans:  614-224-8271 x1004 

·  The League of Women Voters:  1-800-692-7281 ext. 10  

·  National Campaign for Fair Elections:  1-866-OUR-VOTE  
 

� � � � � � Ohio Voters’  Bill of Rights  
 
The Alliance for Retired Americans is working together with the National 
Campaign for Fair Elections and the Election Protection Coalition to ensure that 
seniors exercise their right to vote Election Day.  In addition to this Voting Guide, 
the following Ohio Voters’  Bill of Rights will assist you with recognizing and 
exercising this invaluable right.  You’ ll notice letters and numbers after each of 
your listed rights — those codes tell lawyers and poll workers where to find the 
actual Ohio statute that protects your right to vote!  If you feel your rights have 
been violated, please call the Election Protection Coalition lawyer hotline toll free:   

 
1-866-OUR-VOTE (1-866-687-8683). 
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OHIO VOTERS’  BILL OF RIGHTS  

 
1. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE if your completed and valid registration 
application has been submitted to appropriate officials (or postmarked) by October 
6, and your eligibility has been confirmed by the county board of elections.  You 
are entitled to be notified as to whether your registration application has been 
accepted. 42 U.S.C. 1973gg-6(a)(1)-(2); Ohio Rev. Code § 3503.19. 
 
2. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE on Election Day, November 4, between 
6:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.  If you are in line at your correct polling place by 7:30 
p.m., you must be allowed to vote.  Ohio Rev. Code § 3501.32(A). 
 
3. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE before Election Day and you’re not 
required to give a reason anymore!  You can vote early in person by walking into 
your county board of elections office, from September 30 through November 3, and 
voting there with an absentee ballot.  You may also vote by absentee ballot by 
sending a written request to your county board of elections.  Requests for mail-in 
absentees must be received at the county boards by noon on November 1, and the 
ballots must be returned to the county boards no later than 7:30 p.m. on November 
4.  Ohio Rev. Code § 3509.01-3509.03. 
 
4. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE a regular ballot if your name is in the poll 
book, you are in the correct precinct, and you provide ONE acceptable form of 
identification from the following list.  Ohio Rev. Code §3505.18(A)(1) 
 
·  A valid Ohio Driver’s License or State of Ohio Photo Identification Card (can 

be used even if address is not current and does not match address in signature 
poll book); or, 

·  A Photo ID from the federal government showing your current address; or 
·  A utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government 

document that shows your name and current address. 
 
5. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE a regular ballot if you moved but your 
new address is within the same precinct as your old address.  Ohio Rev. Code § 
3503.16(B)(1)(a). 
  
6. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE a regular ballot using an optical scan 
paper form if you do not want to use a voting machine.  Ohio Secretary of State 
Directive 2008-01 (1/2/08). 
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7. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE a provisional ballot if your name does not 
appear on the poll list, if you are unable to comply with identification requirements, 
or if you changed your name and did not update your registration.  42 U.S.C. 
15482(a), 15483(b); Ohio Rev. Code §3505.181; Ohio Rev. Code § 
3503.16(B)(1)(b). 
 
8. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE a provisional ballot if you moved and 
your new address is outside your old precinct but within Ohio.  When you vote 
provisionally, you MUST vote in the correct precinct for your NEW address.  42 
U.S.C. 1973gg-6(f); Moves within the same county: Ohio Code § 3503.16(B)(2); 
Moves to a different county: Ohio Code § 3503.16(C)(3). 
   
9. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE INFORMED as to whether your provisional 
ballot was counted by election officials, and if it was not counted, why not.  To find 
out, you can call the Provisional Ballot Hotline: 866-OHIO-VOTE (866-644-6868). 
 42 U.S.C. 15482(a); Ohio Rev. Code § 3505.181. 
 
10.  YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE and can take more than five minutes to 
do so as long as one other machine is available and no one else is waiting in line.  
Ohio Rev. Code § 3505.23. 
 
11.  YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO RECEIVE ANOTHER BALLOT from election 
officials if you make a mistake and "spoil" your ballot.  You may receive up to 3 
ballots in total.  Ohio Rev. Code § 3505.23. 
  
12.  YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REQUEST SPECIAL ASSISTANCE in the 
voting booth if you cannot read or write, if English is not your first language, or if 
you are blind or otherwise disabled. You may receive assistance from a person of 
your choice other than your employer, an officer of your union, or a candidate 
whose name appears on the ballot.  You may ask election officials for written or 
verbal instructions at any time.  42 U.S.C. 1973aa-6; Ohio Rev. Code § 3505.24. 
 
13. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE, even if you are unable to enter the voting 
facility due to a disability.  The polling place shall provide you with assistance at 
your vehicle or outside the facility.  Ohio Code § 3501.29(C). 
 
14. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE WITHOUT BEING INTIMIDATED by 
any person.  42 U.S.C. 1971(b), 1973i (b), 1973gg-10(1); 18 U.S.C. §§ 241, 242, 
245, 594; Ohio Rev. Code.  §§ 3599.01, .02, .06, .18, .19, .24, .25, .38. 
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15. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE DURING WORK HOURS.  Your 
employer cannot fire you for taking a reasonable amount of time to vote.  Your 
employer may not intimidate, influence, or prevent you from voting for or against 
any person or issue.  Ohio Rev. Code.  § 3599.06. 
 
16. If you are in jail, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE by absentee ballot, 
unless you are in jail on a felony conviction.  If you are a convicted felon who has 
been released from prison, you have the right to vote after reregistering on your 
release from prison.  Ohio Rev. Code §§ 2961.01, 3503.21. 
 
 
 

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO TAKE A COPY OF THIS 
OHIO BILL OF RIGHTS INTO THE VOTING BOOTH WITH YOU. 

 
 
 

REMEMBER, NEVER ACCEPT A PROVISIONAL BALLOT IF YOU 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO A REGULAR BALLOT.  AND NEVER, UNDER 

ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, ALLOW SOMEONE TO DENY YOU A 
PROVISIONAL BALLOT IF YOU NEED TO USE ONE. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*The information contained in this Voting Guide has been provided by the Ohio Secretary of 
State, the League of Women Voters and the Election Protection Coalition. 
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